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Christ” (Acts 20:21). You can’t separate the two. 

Repentance is agreeing with God about our sins. 
Faith is agreeing with God about His forgiveness. 
We can’t do less and we can’t offer more. We must 
hold both of our empty hands open to receive what 
God is waiting to give. 


OUR TASK OF FORGIVING 


Knowing what God’s forgiveness is, we know what 
ours must be. Like Peter, we may be tempted to 
think that forgiving eight times is too much to ex- 
pect. We may think that a lack of repentance in our 
enemy is our “out.” But even when people have not 
repented, we must want them to repent, for God does. 


Perhaps we have even caught ourselves resembling 
Jonah, who refused to preach to Nineveh because’ he 
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wanted to see them get what he thought they de- 
served. He didn’t want them to hear because then 
they might repent and God would forgive them. But 
God didn’t let him get away with this. God’s man 
must embrace God’s ways. 

How should we pray for our enemies? Jesus didn’t 
ask us to pray, “God bless so-and-so.” This would 
be asking God to give the person extra health, suc- 
cess, money and luck. Christian prayer is agreeing 
with God and cooperating with His purposes. And 
God’s purpose for all men is “repentance to God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” This ought to set 
our minds at rest about how to pray for our enemies. 
It should cover our attitude toward those who wrong 
us. And it should remind us of our duty to God and 
man when we sin. END 
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